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SUBJECT: IMCO: FORTHCOMING VACANCY FOR INTER-REGIONAL 
ADVISER IN MARITIME LEGISLATION AT P-5 LEVEL 

1 . PRESENT INCUMBENT OF SUBJECT POSITION, US CITIZEN 
FREDERICK PRESLEY, HAS SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION TO IMCO 
SECGEN EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1978, THE TERMINATION DATE OF 
HIS PRESENT CONTRACT. POSITION IS FUNDED BY UNDP ON 
YEAR-TO-YEAR BASIS, BUT IMCO EXPECTATION IS THAT UNDP 
WILL CONTINUE TO FUND IT. VACANCY NOTICE FOR POSITION 
WILL NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL LATER IN YEAR. 

2. EMBASSY DISCUSSED WITH PRESLEY QUALIFICATIONS DESIR- 
ABLE IN CANDIDATE AND NATURE OF POSITION. IN HIS VIEW, 

CANDIDATE MUST HAVE A MARITIME LAW BACKGROUND BUT SHOULD 

ALSO ENJOY MEETING WIDE RANGE OF PEOPLE, INCLUDING HIGH 
OFFICIALS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND DISCUSSING MARI- 
TIME ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY IN BROAD GENERAL TERMS. 

THE WORK INVOLVES TRAVEL TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FOR AS 
MUCH AS 8 MONTHS OF THE YEAR. ADVISER, IN ADDITION TO 
PROVIDING LEGAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, PLAYS A DIPLOMATIC ROLE FOR IMCO IN EXPLAIN 
ING IMCO'S ROLE IN THE MARITIME WORLD AND EXTENDING ITS 
IMAGE. PRESLEY HAS FREQUENTLY FOUND HIMSELF ASKED TO 
EXPRESS HIS OPINION ON MARITIME POLICY AND BROAD MARI- 
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TIME ADMINISTRATION MATTERS OUTSIDE HIS TECHNICAL AREA. 

3. PRESLEY BELIEVES THAT THE PROJECT FOR WHICH HIS 
POSITION EXISTS SHOULD BE MODIFIED. HE WILL ATTEMPT TO 
DRAW UP SOME RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE DEPARTING IMCO. HE 
HAD ORIGINALLY SEEN HIS JOB AS ONE OF PROVIDING TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE IN THE DRAFTING OF MARITIME LEGISLATION, BUT 
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HE NOW BELIEVES THAT LEGAL DRAFTING SERVICES COULD BETTER 
BE PROVIDED AS NEEDED BY IMCO'S TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
DIVISION FROM HEADQUARTERS. THE NEED IN THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES SEEMS TO BE FOR TRAINING OF MARITIME LAW 
ADMINISTRATORS, AND THE WORK OF PRESLEY'S SUCCESSOR MIGHT 
PRINCIPALLY BE TO ARTICULATE LEGAL/ADMINISTRATIVE PRO- 
JECTS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. 

4. IN THIS LATTER REGARD, PRESLEY SEES IMCO GETTING 
CALLS FOR ASSISTANCE BEYOND UNDP'S CAPABILITIES. HE 
BELIEVES THAT SEEKING MORE AND MORE BILATERAL DONORS WILL 
BE THE ONLY ROUTE IMCO CAN TAKE. HE IS APPREHENSIVE 
ABOUT DONOR AS WELL AS HOST COUNTRY INFLUENCE, CON- 
STRAINTS OR CONTROL OVER SELECTION AND ACTIVITIES OF 
EXPERTS WORKING ON PROJECTS. HE BELIEVES US TAKING 
SHORT-SIGHTED VIEW: IF IMCO CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO USE 
BUDGETED FUNDS FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS, IT 
WILL BE FORCED INCREASINGLY TO SEEK BILATERAL DONORS; 
ALTERNATIVELY IF US POLICY WILL NOT ALLOW IT TO BE A 
BILATERAL DONOR ON IMCO PROJECTS, IT WILL NOT BE IN THE 
SAME POSITION TO INFLUENCE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES' MARITIME 
POLICIES AND ADMINISTRATION. 
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